
Som e G uidelines on  T he U se o f
Pre-printed Materials

1 . T he p rincip le  o f scrip tura l review , A cts 17 :10 -12 , C o l. 2 :4 , 2  Pet. 1 :12 ,
Jude 17 -18 , 1  John  4 :1 .  Is the m ateria l consisten t w ith  B ib lical tru th?  B ib lical
tru th  a lw ays sets the standard  by w h ich o ther resources m ust be m easured  (see
also  D eut. 13 :1 -5 , G al. 1 :6 -9 ).
2 . T he p rincip le o f lim ited  accep tance, T itus 1 :12 -14 , don 't fo rget that w h ile
a non-B ib lica l au thor m ay be righ t, he isn 't insp ired .  D on 't overindu lge in  an
author's in ten t o r in terp retation .  U se h is tru th  and  insigh ts se lective ly .
3 . T he p rinc ip le  o f B ib le  study, R om . 15 :4 , the scrip tures are our source o f
learn ing .  O ther m ateria ls m ay he lp  us understand  portions o f scrip ture, ga in
new  insigh ts and  see new  ang les o f in terp retation , bu t the scrip ture itse lf is
w here the e lem ents o f our learn ing  are set dow n.  W e m ustn 't le t o ther m ateria ls
becom e an  end  in  them selves o r lim it our understand ing  o f scrip ture.  R ather
than  d iscuss a com m entato r o r o ther au thor's in ten t, cen ter d iscussion  on  the
scrip ture text w h ich  has the pow er to  save yourse lf and  your hearers.  T he
purpose o f leg itim ate B ib le  study a ids is to  focus atten tion  on  the B ib le  fo r the
sake o f learn ing  from  it e ffective ly .  If the a id  becom es the focus o f d iscussion ,
rather than  lead ing  tow ard  an  understand ing  o f scrip ture, it has fa iled  its
purpose.
4 . T he p rincip le  o f p reparation , 2  T im . 3 :10 , 2 :15 -16 , no  m atter how  a
B ib le  study is p resen ted , d iligen t e ffo rt is needed  to  gain  the fu ll benefit o f the
W ord .  Fam iliarity  w ith  the m ateria l to  be covered  is very he lp fu l to  bo th  the
teacher and  the studen t.  If s tudy questions have been  p repared , they shou ld  be
answ ered .  If passages have been  announced in  advance, they shou ld  be read
ahead  o f tim e.  B e ready to  partic ipate in  d iscussion  fo r the ed ification  o f the
church  (1  C or. 14 :26 , R om . 14 :19 , 15 :14).

Som e G uidelines on  T he U se o f
Quotations*

1 . Iden tify your source if you  are using  the quo tation  to  estab lish  au thority  fo r
som e po in t.  K eep  the iden tification  as b rie f as possib le .  If your p rim ary in terest
is the con ten t o f the quo tation  rather than  its source, o r if aw areness o f the
source m igh t p re jud ice the aud ience, it is perm issib le  to  om it the iden tification
and  genera lize  w ith  som eth ing  like "som eone has sa id  ..."  B ut don 't p retend  to
be the source o f som eone e lse 's statem ent!
2 . K eep  your quo tations short.  Long  passages o f quo ted  m ateria l can
becom e boring  to  an  aud ience.  T ry us ing  a series o f shorter passages in  lieu  o f
one long  one.
3 . B e sure o f the aud ience 's fee lings tow ards an  au thor if you  are using  a
quo te to  estab lish  cred ib ility .  V ery sim ilar quo tes from  som eone w ho  is
respected  and  som eone w ho  is  d istrusted  m igh t e lic it very d ifferen t aud ience
responses to  the po in t be ing  m ade.
4 . A vo id  the use o f verba l quo tation  m arks.  S ay ing  "quo te" and  "unquo te"
sounds stilted  and  trite .  Q uo tations can  be set apart by in troducing  them
verbally  (so  and  so  sa id  ...) and  bracketing  them  w ith  a  sligh t pause.  M ost o ften
our tone and  in flection  a lters som ew hat w hen  quo ting  o thers as w ell.
5 . T ry paraphrasing  quo tations w henever possib le .  "A ccord ing  to         " o r "  
          says that..." o r "I rem em ber               spoke o f th is."

*  F rom  Pub lic Speak ing  by A . D uane L itfin , B aker B ook H ouse, G rand  R ap ids,
1981 , pp207-208 .
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